LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the Longford Municipal District Chamber, Market Square, Longford, on Tuesday, 
27th July 2016 at 4.00 p.m.
_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Padraig Loughrey,  Cathaoirleach.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Seamus Butler, John Browne,






Peggy Nolan, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.



IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.






Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.   





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.






Mr. Mark McNerney, Adminstrative Officer.





Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner. 
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive, and John McKeon, Head of 

Finance.

Paddy thanked the members for their welcome and stated that  it is his opinion that Municipal 
Districts provide a very important function by promoting their areas.  He said that he is 

looking forward to working and engaging with the members with regard to any issues or 
improvements that need to be addressed.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, it was unanimously agreed that Standing Orders be suspended to allow for a discussion regarding the announcement that planning permission has been granted by An Bord Pleanala to Center Parcs for Longford Forest at Newcastle, Ballymahon.  All the members welcomed this announcement.
Councillor  Butler emphasised the need to keep the project, particularly the construction phase, as local as possible and proposed that a “meet the buyer” event be held to promote local companies and products.  He also referred to the need to have relevant training courses provided to upskill the local workforce.
The development of Abbeyshrule Airport and the need to bring the National Gas Network  to Longford was emphasised by Councillor P. Nolan.

All members agreed that Longford should take full advantage of Center Parcs locating in Ballymahon.

Councillor P. Loughrey, Cathaoirleach, also welcomed the decision of An Bord Pleanala and complimented the Executive and Donal Mac An Bheatha for their work.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the minutes 
of Annual Meeting of Longford Municipal District held on the 21st June 2016, 

as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the minutes 

of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held on the 21st June 2016, 

as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
CORRESPONDENCE.

None.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
Green Flag  -  Mall.

The Cathaoirleach referred to press release issued by Frank Horne, Community Enterprise 

Development Officer, regarding the awarding of a Green Flag to the Mall, which is an 

international award managed by An Taisce in Ireland. This is the first year the award has
been rolled out nationally. Parks are judged on a number of criteria including a management
plan, health and safety, environmental sustainability, community use of the park,
conservation, cleanliness, ground maintenance, horticulture and general presentation.

Councillor Loughrey stated that the award was achieved thanks to Longford Town Suburbs
Ltd who manage the Mall in partnership with Longford County Council, Tommy Doyle the
CE Supervisor and all the participants whose hard work is vital to the gaining of this award. 
Also, Aoife Moore who developed the management plan. 
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that a flag raising

ceremony be held to mark the occasion.
Councillor P. Nolan called on the executive to re-examine previous proposal to acquire 

additional land for the Mall.
Work at St. Mel’s Road, Longford.
Councillor P. Nolan requested that officials from the Council meet with the ESB regarding 

the excessive charge for the undergrounding of cables.
ERECTION OF A FAILTE IRELAND SIGN AT THE CATHEDRAL CAR PARK 
IN 
RELATION TO THE IRELAND ANCIENT EAST TOURISM INITIATIVE.
Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, gave a comprehensive report to the meeting

regarding the proposal to erect a Failte Ireland Sign at the Cathedral Car Park in relation to

the Ireland Ancient East Tourism Initiative.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was 

unanimously agreed that the Failte Ireland Sign be erected at the Cathedral Car Park, as 

outlined by Donall.

PAY-BY-WEIGHT REFUSE SYSTEM.
Gary Brady, Environmental Awareness Officer, gave a comprehensive report to the members regarding the proposed Pay-By-Weight Refuse System.
Gary outlined the principals of the pay-by-weight system, the costs per household and the billing system for payment by customers. He also outlined the Electronic Tag System – stating that paper tags will no longer be in use and customers will be moved to electronic tag system.  He confirmed that the Service Charge is only relevant to the households on the Bill system. Gary also gave details regarding the two Civic Amenity Sites in County Longford and replied to queries raised.   The members emphasised the need for all households to have identifiable waste collection.
PAID PARKING INCOME.
John McKeon, Head of Finance, stated that the surplus, as of 30th June, amounted to just over €11,000, while the budgeted full year surplus was more than €56,500.   John estimated that the full year surplus would more likely be in the region of €25,000.  The results of the surplus will not be confirmed until the Central Management Charge allocations are finalised early in 2017.  John recommended to the members that the resultant surplus be allocated to projects in the year following the realisation of the surplus.
John gave a comprehensive report to the members on Paid Parking to June 2016 under the 
following headings  -
· Income at 30th June
· Expenditure at 30th June

· Surplus at 30th June.

· Budgeted Full Year Income.

· Budgeted Full Year Expenditure.

· Budgeted Full Year Surplus.

· Comparative Income Figures.

· Comparative Expenditure Figures.

· Surplus Comparison to Budget.

· Paid Parking Fees 2015 v 2016 (Jan – June)

· Traffic fines 2015 v 2016 (Jan-June)

· Total Parking Income by Month for 2015.

· Distribution of Income by Quarter – 2015.

While Councillor M. Sexton reiterated her opposition to paid parking, the other members of the Municipal District agreed to paid parking in Longford town and referred to the projects which have benefited from the proceeds of paid parking. 

John McKeon replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues  -

· Loan charges.

· Central Management Charge.

· Agreement with Tesco.

· Collection of coins from parking machines.
Councillor S. Butler requested that a breakdown of operational figures be prepared for the

members.

CCTV IN LONGFORD TOWN.
Ciaran Murphy informed the meeting that the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), is still with the Garda Authorities for sign-off and approval. 
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Longford/Roscommon Chief Superintendent requesting that the MOU be approved as quickly as possible.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor P. Loughrey seconded that a list of the areas in need of CCTV cameras be prepared in advance of the allocation of funding which was announced under the new Programme for Government. 

2016 COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT SCHEME.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, it was 

unanimously agreed to approve the following list of applications which were received under 
the Community Support Scheme, as circulated.

	Name of Community Group
	    Grant

	Aisling Children’s Art Festival
	€3,000.00

	Club ‘89
	€   500.00

	Longford Acorn Project
	€5,000.00

	Longford Active Retirement
	€1,500.00

	Longford Older Persons Network
	€   490.00

	Newtownforbes Active Retirement & Senior Citizens
	€   400.00

	Attic House Teen Project
	€1,000.00

	St. Paul’s Newtownforbes Graveyard Restoration
	€2,000.00

	Longford Healthy Growing Club (Longford)
	€2,000.00 (In principle, subject to extra details)

	Springlawn Childcare Community Group Ltd.
	€1,200.00

	Longford Voices United Choir
	€   980.00

	Outtake Community Media CLG
	€   800.00

	LGBT
	€1,000.00


It was also agreed to request further information from Longford First Responders.

It was noted that Ardnacassa and Cartron Breac Residents Associations and Melview FC
were excluded under the terms of the Scheme.

The following contributions were also approved –

Tidy Towns  -  MD Area       -

€     750.00

Burial Ground Grants

-

€  1,400.00

Halloween Festival

-

€10,000.00


It was agreed to recommend to the Corporate Policy Group that the 2017 application for
funding for the Halloween Festival be considered under the Countywide applications.  It was
further agreed to recommend to the Corporate Policy Group that one Councillor from each of 
the Municipal Districts be represented on the Halloween Festival Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed that a recommendation be brought to the September meeting of Longford County Council requesting that the scheme for the allocation of funding to Residents Associations be re-instated.  

It was agreed that the adopted list will be available on the Council’s website.
NOTICE OF MOTION.
Bye-Law for Heavy Goods Vehicles.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by 

Councillor P. Nolan  -

“I propose that Longford Municipal District consider enacting a Bye Law 
prohibiting 
vehicles over a 2,000Kg weight (with the exclusion of emergency 
or public service 
vehicles) from parking within a housing estate where there is a public road”
Eamon Bennett referred to the Road Traffic Regulations and explained that in order to

enforce these regulations there is a requirement for lorries to be weighed He stated that this would be very difficult to enforce.
Councillor Butler stated that it was important to get this right as there were legitimate business people who have vans parked outside their houses.

John McKeon stated that the Council can access relevant information through An Post and the rates data base. It was agreed that this would be checked to confirm if businesses are being operated from private houses within Housing Estates 

Councillor Warnock requested that this item be included on the Agenda for the September

Municipal District meeting.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the
28th September 2016.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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